Creating a Meebo Me Widget for Instant Messaging Reference
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Follow these directions to create an embedded instant messaging widget (that is valid HTML and ADA complaint) and add it to any webpage!
1. Get a Meebo account.  Go to Meebo.com <http://www.meebo.com/>.  Click the "sign up" link under the Meebo login on the right hand side of the page.
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Optional: Add any existing IM accounts.  After you create your login, you will see a window titled "New Connection!" If you already have a screen name on an instant message network that you'd like to use Meebo to access, you can add those now.  (see Fig. 1)
3. Create your widget.
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Click the "meebo me widgets" link at the top of the window.  Give your widget a name (it will appear in the bar across the top of your widget window – see example in Fig. 3).  



b. Go ahead and click "Create A New Widget!" now -- you will be able to modify more about it in a moment. Information about the widget will now appear in the pop up window. (see Fig. 2)
c. [image: image5.png]GeO®

»meebo rooms (1/1)

» AIM Bots (7/7)

v chat with a librarian (1/1)
© meeboguest93902

v Offline



Click the "Modify" button next to your new widget.  A new browser window will open with many more customization options. Here you should change the display name to something you want the world to see, as well as any other cosmetic changes.  (see Fig. 3)


d. Click the "Done" button to close the window and go back to the Meebo interface.

4. "Hack" your widget code.  In the information about your widget in the Meebo interface, you will see a field labeled "Widget embed:".  This is your widget code and this is what gets pasted to the code of your web page to make the widget appear. Unfortunately, the code that Meebo creates is not valid HTML or ADA complaint. So here's where the hack comes in.

a. Highlight and copy (Ctrl-C) the code in the "Widget embed:" field in your Meebo interface.

b. Go to Kelvin Wong's Meebo Maker <http://www.kelvinwong.ca/code/php/MeeboMaker/meebo_maker.php> in another browser window.  Paste the code into the text box indicated. Your code may not look exactly like the example provided. This won’t affect the results. (see Fig. 4)
c. Click the "Remake Meebo Widget" button. Another screen will appear with the message "Your valid XHTML widget is ready!" with a block of code below (white text in a black window). 
d. Highlight and copy (Ctrl-C) this new code. There is one more change we need to make.  Paste the code somewhere where you can edit it (e.g. into your web page editor, into a temporary text file).  Just before the end object tag (</object>), type a text equivalent for the widget. Suggestion: This is a Meebo instant messaging widget. If your browser does not have the required plugin you can <a href="mailto:youraddress@school.edu">email me</a> instead."
e. Your widget code should now look something like this:








5. Add the widget code to your web page. This will vary depending on where the widget is going to go and how web pages are managed at your workplace.  Also, changes or additions may be needed for formatting, either to the HTML code or to any CSS affecting it.  At the simplest level, you will need to paste your code into your web page's source in the location where you want the widget to appear.  You may need to ask your local web expert for help with this part.
6. Test your widget.  If you have logged out of Meebo, go back to Meebo.com and log in.  In a second browser window, load the webpage your widget is in.  Go back to the meebo interface. If everything is working, you should see an new group of buddies appear. It will have the same name as your widget (e.g. "chat with a librarian" in the example shown). And there should be one "buddy" listed, with a temporary nickname like "meeboguest94738." (see Fig. 5)  Try it out! Type a message into the widget to mimic what a visiting patron would do. Go back to the meebo interface and reply and see how it looks in the widget.
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