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Oh, What a Difference a [Few Years] Makes, or Does It?

Selected Resources

Dewald, N., Scholz-Crane, A., Booth, A., and Levine, C. (2000).  Information literacy at 


a distance: instructional design issues.  The Journal of Academic Librarianship, 


26(1), 33-44.  

This article addresses the issues surrounding information literacy and distance learners.  It summarizes studies of characteristics of distance education students including age, employment, location and motivation.

Erickson, B. L., Peters C. B., and Strommer, D. W.  (2006). Teaching first-year college students.  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.

This revised edition is based on the most current research on teaching and learning and incorporates information about the demographic changes that have occurred in student populations since the first edition was published.  The authors help faculty understand first-year students and show how their experiences in high school have prepared—or not prepared—them for the world of higher education.
Fidishun, D. (2000).  Teaching adult students to use computerized resources: utilizing

Lawler’s keys to adult learning to make instruction more effective.  Information

Technology and Libraries, 19(3), 157-158.  

This article discusses generally accepted principles about adult learning and uses Dr. Patricia Lawler’s “Keys to Facilitating Adult Learning” to help librarians understand the best ways to teach electronic library resources to adult students.

Gold, H. E. (2005). Engaging the adult learner: creating effective library instruction. 

portal: Libraries and the Academy, 5(4), 467-481. 

Library instruction models used for traditional freshmen students are not always effective when teaching adults.  This article examines adult learner characteristics and uses personal professional experiences to suggest ways to engage the adult learner in library instruction.

Jacobson, T. and Williams, H. C. (2000).  Teaching the new library to today’s users:

reaching international, minority, senior citizens, gay/lesbian, first generation, 

at-risk,
graduate and returning students, and distance learners.  New York: 

Neal-Schuman Publishers.

This volume includes chapters on a variety of student types and two of the chapters address re-entry, returning and graduate students as well as distance learners and the academic library.

Manuel, K.  (2002). Teaching information literacy to generation y.  Journal of Library Administration, 36(1/2), 195-217.  

Discusses the unique learning style preferences and worldviews current 17- to 19-year-olds embody.   By changing teaching methods and materials to accommodate Generation Y learners, librarians at California State University, Hayward saw improvements in students’ attitudes and performances.

Sarkodie-Mensah, Kwasi. (2000).  Reference services for the adult learner: challenging 


issues for the traditional and technological era. New York: Haworth Information 


Press.

This volume reviews theories of adult learning, research on adult students and technophobia, approaches to information literacy for returning students and distance learners.

Seamans, N. H.  (2002). Student perceptions of information literacy: insights for librarians.  Reference Services Review, 30(2), 112-123.  

Describes a 2000 study of first-year college students’ acquisition and use of information at the beginning of their college career.  Seaman provides suggestions for revising and improving library services to this population based on the data collected from her surveys.  

Veal, Robin. (2002).  The relationship between library anxiety and off-campus adult

learners.  In P. Mahoney (Ed.) Distance learning library services: the tenth 

off-campus library services conference (pp. 529-536). New York: Haworth 

Information Press.

This study examines the level of anxiety that off-campus adult learners have regarding the library.  The degree that variables such as age, gender, previous library instruction and distance from an academic library are all examined.

Weiler, A.  (2005). Information-seeking behavior in generation y students: motivation, critical thinking, and learning theory.  Journal of Academic Librarianship, 31(1), 46-53. 

Explores and compares research in information-seeking behavior, motivation, critical thinking, and learning theory, applying to Generation Y student behaviors.  Highlights trends from current research concerning Generation Y students.  
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