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Librarians have a greater challenge today when it comes to teaching course integrated library instructional sessions.  There may be several generations present, with many different types of learning styles.  How can librarians reach all these different types of 

students?   Do the students who you are teaching enjoy course integrated library instruction, or do they groan at the thought of having to listen to yet another lecture?  By integrating non-library centered web sources with traditional library databases and search tools, students of all generations and learning styles will benefit.  

When tools such as WIKIPEDIA (wikipedia.org), YOUTUBE (youtube.com), and FLICKR (flickr.com) are integrated into the classroom, students are able to see the full spectrum of research possibilities.  Using resources that are internet/web based also enhances information competence, as instructors can use this teaching moment to discuss the evaluation and usefulness of these types of  research tools.  Information competency leads to critical thinking, which in turn leads to lifelong learning.

Librarians may also want to consider the use of Social Networking sites, which allow

for students to visit your “virtual” library pages whenever it is convenient for them.  These types of sites are very popular with the new millennial generation, judging by how many of the users in my library are looking at their MySpace pages from our Reference computers.   As Bob Dylan wrote: “The times they are a  changin’” and we must keep up with the times. 

SOCIAL NETWORKING SITES

MYSPACE—myspace.com

FACEBOOK—facebook.com

TRIBE—tribe.net

WINDOWS LIVE SPACES--spaces.live.com
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