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A few readings on constructivist learning theory as well as learner/ instructor responsibility that inspired this presentation:
Dewey, J. (1956). The child and the curriculum: a centennial edition with a ‘lost   essay.’ Chicago, IL: University of Chicago.

This is cited by some as the source of the concept of a learner’s responsibility. Even though Dewey focuses on children, I still found this very worthwhile in considering how information literacy is central to higher education. A particularly noteworthy passage:  “Learning is active. It involves reaching out of the mind….Literally, we must take our stand with the child and our departure from him. It is he and not the subject-matter which determines both quality and quantity of learning.” (p. 187) The other Dewey work included in this edition, “The school and society” is also a fascinating read, as well as the history of John Dewey’s lab school at the University of Chicago that is provided in the introduction.
Langford, P.E. (2005). Vygotsky’s developmental and educational psychology. New York: Taylor & Francis Group.

Part 2 of this book is especially interesting. Langford’s analysis of Vygotsky is very helpful for someone new to this Soviet-era theorist. Contrary to how many people interpret Vygotsky, Langford points out that his philosophy was not dismissive of a teacher’s role, but highly valued teachers  work within a child’s ‘zone of proximal development.’ Vygotsky, from what I can tell, is being re-discovered by many educators and researchers. This book is apparently the first to summarize Vygotsky’s developmental and educational psychology work. 
Glaserfeld, E. (1995). Radical constructivism: a way of knowing and learning. Washington, D.C. : The Falmer Press.
Chapter 10 (“To encourage students’ conceptual constructing”) is most pertinent to this topic. A quote I particularly like: “…constructivism cannot tell teachers new things to do, but it may suggest why certain attitudes and procedures are fruitless or counter-productive; and it may point out opportunities for teachers to use their own spontaneous imagination.” (p. 177) Also, “It would seem more efficient to present students with situations where they lay theory have been using does not work. The motive to look for a more successful theory may then arise from their own perspective.” (p. 187) This reminds me a lot of librarians’ desire to for students to learn about the need to look beyond Google or keyword searching. 

Brooks, J.G. & Brooks, M.G. (1993). In search of understanding: The case for constructivist classrooms. Alexandria, VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.
This is a very short book and is worth reading in its entirety. While it focuses on elementary-high school environment, it is still very much relevant to college students. Particularly interesting sections are “Who’s in charge of learning?” on page 49 and the explanation of décalage: “Décalage refers to the gap between and individual’s use of a cognitive structure in one domain and lack of immediate transfer of that structure to other domains.” (p. 71) I was shocked to learn that there is actually a name for the phenomenon we’ve all observed in which a student doesn’t realize that if you figure out one database, you can figure out others. 
Also of interest: 

Larochelle, M., Bednarz, N. & Garrison, J. (Eds.), (1998). Constructivism and education. New York: Cambridge University Press.
Brooks, J.G. (2002). Schooling for life: Reclaiming the essence of learning. Alexandria, VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.
There are many, many more possible readings on constructivist learning theory, constructivist classrooms, and learner/instructor responsibility. These were only a few that I had found especially of interest. I would love to hear from others about readings that they found particularly applicable to academic librarians that work primarily with undergraduates. 


Creating classrooms where learners are responsible: questions to consider 

1. What are the 2-3 primary concepts/skills I want students to leave with? What would be ‘nice’ for them the leave with? 
2. In my instruction, how much am I telling students? How much am I willing to let them figure out (and perhaps not figure out in the time we have?)
3. What kinds of things would a deep learner want to know? Is there a way to reach the shallow learner?

Creating an approach beyond the classroom in which learners are responsible: questions to consider 

1.  How does this class fit in with other classes that I work with in this field? (e.g. what is the background of the students in this class in regards to library research?)
2. Am I providing sufficient opportunities for students to follow-up with me if need be? Do I make it clear to students that they are welcomed and expected to contact me? 
3. Have I considered alternate ways for students to get answers to commonly asked questions regarding an assignment? (e.g. instead of talking about inter-library loan in a session, could I provide students a link to more information about this service?)

