
***Call for Proposals due date has been extended until 
Wednesday, December 10, 2014, by 5pm*** 

SCIL Works 2015 — Let me take you higher: How libraries use High Impact Practices to engage 

students  

When: Friday, February 20, 2015 

Where: West Los Angeles Community College 

Southern California Instruction Librarians (SCIL) will be hosting SCIL Works on February 20, 2015. This 
annual mini-conference offers librarians the opportunity to share their best practices, innovative 
pedagogy, and creative solutions with colleagues. The principles behind AACU’s LEAP Initiative, which 
“champions the importance of a twenty-first century liberal education,” are being integrated throughout 
the curriculum on college campuses across California. As such, librarians are increasingly being asked to 
collaborate on, create, and assess programs/efforts that include LEAP principles, one of which are High 
Impact Practices [HIPs]. HIPs have been proven to contribute to deep learning and increase student 
engagement and rates of retention. SCIL Works will offer an opportunity for instruction librarians to 
highlight how they have incorporated high-impact educational practices into their teaching or 
collaborated with programs that have embraced the practice.  

According to George Kuh, HIPs (excerpted/adapted from High-Impact Educational Practices: What They 
Are, Who Has Access to Them, and Why They Matter, 2008, pp. 14-17): 

1. demand that students devote considerable amounts of time and effort to purposeful tasks;
2. put students in circumstances that essentially demand they interact with faculty and peers about

substantive matters over extended periods of time;
3. increase the likelihood that students will experience diversity through contact with people who

are different from themselves;
4. provide constant feedback to students;
5. provide opportunities for students to see how what they are learning works in different

settings;
6. and can be life changing.

High Impact Practices include: 

● First-Year Seminars and Experiences
● Common Intellectual Experiences
● Learning Communities
● Writing Intensive Courses
● Collaborative Assignments and Projects
● Undergraduate Research
● Diversity/Global Learning
● Service Learning, Community-Based Learning
● Internships
● Capstone Courses and Projects

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aacu.org%2Fleap&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHBT3MiShTF4tkAw2o_f4h2ae8lyQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fleap.aacu.org%2Ftoolkit%2Fwp-content%2Ffiles_mf%2Fhips_list.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFjQXu0XXrkHa0mDdxdt4kAljKd3g


This mini-conference will focus on teaching and learning strategies and practices that engage students in 
impactful and meaningful ways. How can the library and librarians lead in developing and incorporating 
HIPs into students’ learning experiences and environments? What do HIPs look like when viewed 
through a library lens? How can we as librarians incorporate HIPs into our teaching to work with diverse 
student groups and help bridge achievement gaps? How do we engage with programs that include High 
Impact Practices? How can we assess these practices to ensure that they are working? 

We are accepting proposals for presentations in one of two formats: 

Research & Practice Presentation 

An hour-long presentation where the presenter shares his/her research or an effective program or 

practice with participants, includes 10 minutes for Q&A. Each presentation will be presented twice. 

Lightning Round Presentation 

A live, 5-minute poster session. This presentation could briefly describe a program or initiative, highlight 

an online tool or tutorial, or exhibit an assessment process or instrument. 

Submissions 

Please submit your proposals to Talitha Matlin, SCIL Chair, tmatlin@csusm.edu, by 5:00 pm, Friday, 

December 5th, 2014.  All submissions will be blind-reviewed by a panel. Presenters will be notified that 

their submissions have been accepted by Wednesday, December 17th. 

Format of Submissions 

You can submit your proposal within the body of an email. Be sure to include: 

● Primary contact name, institution, title, phone number, email 

● Other presenters names (if any) 

● Title of presentation -- labeling it Research & Practice or Lightning Round 

● Short description of the presentation (no more than 250 words) 

● One paragraph describing how this presentation addresses the theme of the program. 

Presenters will receive priority registration. 

We appreciate your consideration and look forward to hearing from you! 

 
 

mailto:tmatlin@csusm.edu

