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The Dilemma

How do we engage 
students safely dur ing the 
pandem ic?



The Prompt

Geographic In form at ion 
System  (GIS) Day

Annual ly on the th i rd 
Wednesday in  Novem ber
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https://www.gisday.com/en-us/overview


The Solut ion

Geocaching

A global  in teract ive 
t reasure hunt
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Step 1
Make Caches
Ki ts avai lable f rom  
geocaching.com

or  use repurposed 
i tem s

Include l ibrary swag
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Step 2
Hide Caches
Use your  phone to 
ident i f y GIS 
coordinates for  
h iding places

Use a laptop to record 
your  caches



Step 3
Find Caches
Par t icipants create an 
account , then use thei r  
m obi le devices to locate 
the caches
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Step 4
Track Caches
M essage wi th players

Assess par t icipat ion



Challenges Faced
⪢ M arket ing

⪢ Exist ing geocaches

⪢ No longer  exist ing geocaches

⪢ Balance between student  and 
com m uni ty engagem ent
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Accessibi l i t y

Geocaching is di f f icul t  t o 
im possible for  people 
w i th vision im pai rm ents 
and/ or  m obi l i t y 
im pai rm ents.

Limits and Drawbacks to 
Geocaching

M ain tenance

Caches should be 
checked regular ly to 
m ake sure they’ re st i l l  in  
place.
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Thank you for your 
t ime and at tent ion!
Quest ions?

laura.w im ber ley@csun.edu

geogl ibrar ian on geocaching.com

mailto:laura.wimberley@csun.edu
https://www.geocaching.com/play/search
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