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Designing & Implementing Student Research Projects for Maximum Learning

(Overview & What faculty Said
These very practical half-day workshops, offered in August 2007 and January 2008, began with a presentation and discussion led by Dr. Richlin, which focused on scholarly teaching, learning objectives, teaching methods, assignments, and assessment, including developing effective rubrics to evaluate student work. Following Dr. Richlin’s presentation and brief presentations focused on resources available from the Libraries’ Special Collections and the Claremont Colleges Digital Library, faculty worked on developing research assignments for one of their courses. Each faculty member was paired with a librarian subject specialist, who could assist in identifying library resources and services of particular relevance for the course. Faculty/librarian pairs worked together to develop innovative research assignments and to enhance the potential for student success through integration of research resources and skills throughout the course. The workshop concluded with lunch and a lively, engaging discussion about plans that had been developed during the morning.

What were some of the new ideas for collaboration that resulted from the workshops? Librarians were added as “instructors” to Sakai course sites, allowing them to post materials to those sites: basic research tips for one class, guidance for specific course assignments for another, pointers to relevant databases for another. Research instruction took place more than once during the semester at strategic times in relationship to the research assignments, sometimes in the library, sometimes in the classroom. Individual undergraduate and graduate students were paired with librarian subject specialists for research guidance. Students were required to meet, individually or in small groups, with their course librarian following a research instruction session in the library for more in-depth focus on their specific research interests.

As a mid-semester follow-up to the workshops, faculty who had participated were asked to reply to a brief survey. Here’s what some of them said.

What they said about the workshop itself:

· I felt very affirmed as an instructor. 

· I took away from the session the importance of asking those basic questions and mapping the pedagogical goals and approaches for each course.

· The simple pedagogical reminders that the workshop included were a big help.

· The matching of one librarian per instructor was great.

· The open discussion at the end was also very informative. I enjoyed hearing about what other people are doing.

What they said about how the workshop affected their course/teaching:

· My syllabus/assignment contains an updated assignment description that has clearer grading criteria and instructions for database searches.

· I really feel that this is the first time I have been able to use the librarians to help me in my teaching.

· [It helped in] thinking about focusing the assignment more clearly.

What they said about the results for their students:

· The students are…doing superior research.

· I feel the students are far better prepared than the last time I taught the class.  
