Report on Activity 2

1. Your group will have thirty minutes to do this activity, in which each person at the table must present his or her floor plan. Depending on the number of members in your group, you may have only as much as five minutes for each. 

2. Each person in turn shows his or her floor plan to the table and briefly describes the top TWO challenges to teaching and learning in that space.

3. The table discusses each floor plan and comes up with at least one solution from each of the following types of design tools:

a. Spatial, e.g. changing the instructor’s station or student desk arrangement;

b. Technological/material, e.g. installing a whiteboard or using flip charts;

c. Instructional, e.g. learning activities or teaching methods.

4. A few minutes before time is up, debrief with your group regarding everyone’s teaching spaces. Identify interesting trends or issues which stretch across the various teaching spaces and summarize.
Purple Table:
Identify interesting trends or issues which stretch across the various teaching spaces and summarize:
· Use space more effectively by having circular or trapezoidal tables for students, rather than large rectangular tables.  
· Seek grants for partial funding of wireless laptops, especially through LSTA, NLM, or private companies like Dell Computers.  
· Don’t fill the class with one computer for each student, pair or group students so that they work together.  
· Don’t schedule classes back to back if wireless laptop batteries will not last without being recharged.  
· Get a wireless keyboard and a wireless mouse so that students in a space without workstations can try out the electronic resources as part of the demonstration.
· Develop an exercise for students to complete before they com in so that they have already been introduced to some of the library’s resources, especially electronic resources that they can access from off-campus.

~ Facilitator:  April Cunningham, Palomar Community College
Orange Table:

Identify interesting trends or issues which stretch across the various teaching spaces and summarize:

Common problems --

Space  -- solutions

working in pairs with different assignments for pair students using the instructor station when available to report back splitting class in half /two day model clip boards and pen when writing space is limited by fixed keyboards and small tables moving exercises out of the lab/classroom and reporting back pre-instruction exercises

Technology issues

Solutions -- zoned lighting, wireless, sunken computers, laptops, smartboards, slaving software, clipboards, extra battery packs for laptops, polling software

~ Facilitator: Lynn Lampert, California State University – Northridge
Green Table:

Identify interesting trends or issues which stretch across the various teaching spaces and summarize:

· “Political” should be a fourth type of solution in addition to spatial, technological, and instructional. The green table had to overcome challenges involving competition with other services in the library space and carving out dedicated space for instruction. They found that advocacy and information applied consistently to upper administration helped them achieve their goals eventually, even if on a small scale. Don’t be afraid to ask and push your agenda. 

· Take advantage of opportunities involving space, such as relocations, moving shelves, even damage after small natural disasters to advocate for instructional space. Show that you don’t need an “ideal” space, just a dedicated space or access to a multipurpose space. 

· Reach out to colleagues from other campus units, such as computing, student services, and Deans. Let them know what you’re doing now and what you’d like to do more of. Call your instructional spaces “library labs” to show their relationship to the library. 

· Keep technology “low” and try to import technology that serves multiple purposes. A portable whiteboard can also be a room divider. 

· Group work facilitates a lot of good activities in a variety of spaces. 

~ Facilitator: Melanie Remy, University of Southern California
Brown Table:

Identify interesting trends or issues which stretch across the various teaching spaces and summarize:

· Flexibility, especially the ability to reconfigure the furniture.

· Make the space and technology relevant for the typical class that will be taught in the classroom. (That is, don’t put in 40 computers if you only need 25 just because you have the money.)

· Allow plenty of space for the teacher to walk around and interact with students.

· If the room is intended for multiple uses (e.g., classroom and computer lab), design it to meet the classroom needs first. 

~ Facilitator: Gale Burrow, Libraries of the Claremont Colleges

Blue Table: 

Identify interesting trends or issues which stretch across the various teaching spaces and summarize:

· The need for flexibility of technologies within the room layout (use of wireless and cordless components, location of white boards and whether they’re fixed or movable, use of flip charts, etc.)

· The ability to reorient furniture to facilitate group or individual work or to have students demonstrate. Besides different shapes of furniture, we also discussed having students demonstrate/teach by 1) coming up to the instructor’s station, 2) using cordless components or control software from their seats, 3) peer teaching (librarian teaches one student at the end of the row and that student in turn teaches everyone else in the row) for tightly spaced rows. 

· The need for flexibility of teaching styles.
~ Facilitator: Deb Moore, Glendale Community College

Pink Table:

Identify interesting trends or issues which stretch across the various teaching spaces and summarize:

· It would be useful to have student workers to help set-up and break-down classrooms that use laptops.

· Tables on wheels are ideal to facilitate different physical learning environments

· In cases where a library does not have a separate classroom and instruction occurs in an open library space, moveable walls could help reduce noise and distraction.  Partially glass walls would be nice so instructors and students could easily make reference to other parts of the library.

· In cases where there is one instructor station and no student workstations, have the course instructor or a student navigate the instructor workstation while the library instructor coaches them on what to do next.

· Buy a wireless keyboard and mouse to allow students to demonstrate their findings on the instructor workstation that displays on a projector.

· Adding new technologies to a classroom can be difficult when the library/campus IT department does not have the resources or is not interested in helping.
~ Facilitator: Katy Farrell, University of California – San Diego
Orange Table:

Identify interesting trends or issues which stretch across the various teaching spaces and summarize:

Common problems --

Space  -- solutions

working in pairs with different assignments for pair students using the instructor station when available to report back splitting class in half /two day model clip boards and pen when writing space is limited by fixed keyboards and small tables moving exercises out of the lab/classroom and reporting back pre-instruction exercises

Technology issues

Solutions -- zoned lighting, wireless, sunken computers, laptops, smartboards, slaving software, clipboards, extra battery packs for laptops, polling software

~ Facilitator: Lynn Lampert, California State University – Northridge
Yellow Table:

Identify interesting trends or issues which stretch across the various teaching spaces and summarize:
Two of our librarians were from the same university, so while we concentrated on one design in particular from this library, which is a 700 seat auditorium, we also looked at a smaller classroom from that library as well.  While no one at the table had a heinous situation, the goal at the yellow table to was for each person to come away from the table with a few suggestions to improve teaching and learning in their space.  Problems ranged from the aforementioned huge space to a tiny space cut out in an open stack are for teaching.  Suggestions ranged from handing out candy, to utilizing student assistants to assist keeping student’s attention to simply arranging furniture differently and giving folks the names of other contacts who have similar situations.  In the end everyone walked away with real solutions they could take back to their library. 
~ Facilitator:  Tracey Mayfield, California state University – Long Beach

